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Beyond the Giant: Exploring Alternatives to Amazon for Buying Ebooks

alternatives to amazon for buying ebooks are plentiful, offering a diverse landscape for avid readers
seeking more than just the familiar jungle. While Amazon's Kindle store dominates the market, a
growing number of individuals are looking for unique selections, ethical purchasing options, and
dedicated platforms that prioritize reader experience and author support. This article delves into the
most compelling alternatives, from independent booksellers and specialized genre stores to
subscription services and platforms that champion open access. We will explore the unique
advantages each offers, helping you discover new favorite titles and support a broader literary
ecosystem. Whether you're searching for niche genres, DRM-free options, or simply want to diversify
your reading sources, there are excellent avenues beyond the ubiquitous mega-retailer.

Introduction to Ebook Alternatives
Independent Online Bookstores
Genre-Specific Ebook Retailers
Subscription Services for Ebooks
Platforms Focused on Open Access and Indie Authors
Direct from Publisher and Author Websites
Public Domain and Library Ebook Options

Independent Online Bookstores: Curated Selections
and Community Support

When seeking alternatives to Amazon for buying ebooks, independent online bookstores emerge as a
significant and appealing option for readers who value curated selections and a more personal
connection to the books they purchase. These retailers often specialize in specific genres or offer a
broader but carefully chosen catalog, distinguishing themselves from the overwhelming volume of a
large marketplace. By supporting these businesses, readers contribute directly to the survival of
independent bookselling, fostering a more diverse and vibrant literary culture.

Powell's Books: A Literary Institution Online

Powell's Books, a beloved independent bookstore based in Portland, Oregon, offers a robust online
presence for ebook purchases. While renowned for its vast physical inventory, their digital selection is
also impressive, featuring a wide array of titles across all genres. Powell's is celebrated for its
knowledgeable staff and commitment to literature, making their ebook store a place where discovery
and quality are paramount. They provide a more thoughtful browsing experience, often featuring staff
picks and themed collections that can lead to unexpected literary treasures.



Bookshop.org: Supporting Local Bookstores Digitally

Bookshop.org is a unique platform designed to support independent bookstores across the United
States. When you purchase ebooks through Bookshop.org, a significant portion of the profits goes to
your chosen local bookstore, or to a collective fund supporting independent bookstores nationwide if
you don't select a specific one. This model directly addresses the desire to keep local literary hubs
thriving in the digital age. Their interface is user-friendly, and the knowledge that your purchase
directly benefits a brick-and-mortar store adds a layer of satisfaction to the ebook buying experience.

Genre-Specific Ebook Retailers: For the Discerning
Reader

For readers with particular tastes, genre-specific ebook retailers offer a highly focused and often more
comprehensive selection than generalist platforms. These stores understand the nuances of their
chosen genres, providing curated collections and recommendations tailored to dedicated fans.
Exploring these niche markets can lead to discovering authors and titles that might be harder to find
elsewhere, making them excellent alternatives to Amazon for buying ebooks.

Kobo: A Strong Competitor with Diverse Offerings

Kobo is a prominent alternative to Amazon for ebook purchases, offering a vast library of titles across
all genres. They are particularly known for their commitment to providing DRM-free ebooks whenever
possible, giving readers more freedom in how they access and read their purchases. Kobo also offers
its own e-readers and a popular subscription service, making it a comprehensive ecosystem for digital
reading. Their recommendations and curated lists are often highly relevant, catering to a wide range
of reading interests.

Google Play Books: Seamless Integration and Wide Selection

Google Play Books provides a vast catalog of ebooks that can be purchased and read across a
multitude of devices, thanks to Google's cloud-based platform. Its strength lies in its seamless
integration with Android devices and its expansive library, which includes bestsellers, indie titles, and
academic texts. Google Play Books often features competitive pricing and regular sales, making it an
attractive option for budget-conscious readers. The ability to read in a web browser or via dedicated
apps adds to its versatility as an alternative to Amazon for buying ebooks.

Subscription Services for Ebooks: Access a World of
Reading



Subscription services have revolutionized how many people access entertainment, and the world of
ebooks is no exception. These models offer a compelling alternative to purchasing individual titles,
allowing readers to explore a vast library for a predictable monthly fee. This can be an incredibly cost-
effective way to discover new authors and genres, especially for voracious readers, and represent a
significant shift from traditional ebook purchasing methods.

Scribd: The "Netflix of Books"

Scribd is often dubbed the "Netflix of books" due to its all-you-can-read subscription model. For a
monthly fee, subscribers gain access to a vast library of ebooks, audiobooks, magazines, and
documents. The selection includes many popular bestsellers alongside niche titles and self-published
works. Scribd's strength lies in its breadth of content and its user-friendly interface, making it an
excellent choice for readers who enjoy a wide variety of reading material and want to explore beyond
Amazon's offerings.

Kindle Unlimited: Amazon's Own Subscription, But Still an
Alternative Model

While Amazon is the primary focus of this discussion, it's worth noting that Kindle Unlimited itself
represents an alternative purchasing model to buying individual ebooks. For a monthly subscription
fee, users gain access to a rotating library of over a million titles, including many popular books and
exclusives. Although it operates within the Amazon ecosystem, it shifts the consumer behavior from
ownership of individual items to access to a broader collection, which can be a valuable consideration
for heavy readers.

Platforms Focused on Open Access and Indie Authors:
Empowering Creators

A growing movement in the digital publishing space prioritizes supporting independent authors and
offering content with fewer restrictions. These platforms often champion DRM-free ebooks, giving
readers more control over their digital library and fostering a more direct relationship between
authors and their audience. For those looking for ethical and author-centric alternatives to Amazon for
buying ebooks, these platforms are invaluable.

Smashwords: A Leading Distributor for Independent Authors

Smashwords is a major ebook distributor that empowers independent authors to publish and sell their
work directly to readers. They offer a wide variety of genres, with a particular strength in independent
fiction and genre fiction that might not be as readily available on larger platforms. A significant
advantage of purchasing from Smashwords is the availability of DRM-free ebooks, allowing for greater



flexibility in reading format and device compatibility. This platform is a hub for discovering emerging
voices and supporting authors directly.

Project Gutenberg: Free Access to Literary Classics

For timeless literature, Project Gutenberg is an unparalleled resource, offering over 60,000 free
ebooks that are in the public domain. These are classic works that have had their copyright expire,
making them freely accessible to everyone. While not a marketplace for contemporary bestsellers, it's
an essential destination for anyone interested in the history of literature or looking for classic novels
and non-fiction without any cost. It represents a fundamental alternative to paid ebook purchases,
providing a gateway to literary heritage.

Direct from Publisher and Author Websites: Unfiltered
Access

In an era where direct engagement is increasingly valued, purchasing ebooks directly from publishers
or authors offers a unique and often rewarding experience. This bypasses intermediaries, allowing
readers to connect more intimately with the creators and publishers they admire, and often unlocks
special editions or bundles not available elsewhere. These direct channels are becoming increasingly
sophisticated and offer a compelling alternative to Amazon for buying ebooks.

Publisher Websites: Accessing Niche and Specialty Content

Many independent publishers and even larger publishing houses maintain their own websites where
they sell ebooks directly. This is an excellent way to discover and support publishers specializing in
specific genres, such as science fiction, fantasy, poetry, or academic texts. Buying directly from a
publisher's site often means you're getting the book with the fewest restrictions, and it directly
supports the publisher's ability to continue producing content. These sites can also feature exclusive
bundles or pre-order bonuses.

Author Websites: Supporting Creators Directly

An increasing number of authors are selling ebooks directly from their personal websites. This model
allows authors to retain a larger share of the profits, fostering a more sustainable career path for
them. Readers who follow an author closely might find exclusive content, signed digital editions, or
special bundles only available through the author's own platform. This direct connection can create a
stronger sense of community and support for the creative process behind the books we love.



Public Domain and Library Ebook Options: Free and
Accessible Reading

Beyond purchasing, there are significant avenues for accessing ebooks without spending money,
offering invaluable alternatives to commercial marketplaces. These options focus on public domain
works and leveraging existing library systems, making literature accessible to everyone regardless of
their financial situation.

Internet Archive: A Digital Library of Everything

The Internet Archive is a non-profit digital library offering free access to a vast collection of digitized
materials, including millions of ebooks. Many of these are out-of-copyright texts, but they also host
scanned books that can be borrowed through a controlled digital lending system. It's a treasure trove
for researchers, students, and anyone looking for free access to a wide range of published works,
functioning as a significant free alternative to Amazon for buying ebooks.

OverDrive and Libby: Borrowing Ebooks from Your Local
Library

OverDrive and its companion app Libby are the leading platforms for borrowing ebooks and
audiobooks from public libraries. With a library card, readers can access a vast digital catalog of
bestsellers, new releases, and backlist titles for free. This is perhaps the most accessible and
widespread alternative to purchasing ebooks outright. The selection is constantly updated, and
borrowing is simple and convenient, replicating the library experience in a digital format and offering
an excellent way to explore new books without commitment.

---

FAQ: Alternatives to Amazon for Buying Ebooks

Q: What are the main advantages of looking for alternatives
to Amazon for buying ebooks?
A: The main advantages include supporting independent bookstores and authors, finding more niche
or specialized content, accessing DRM-free ebooks for greater freedom, and often discovering more
ethical or community-focused purchasing options. Many alternatives also offer curated selections that
can lead to better reading discovery.



Q: Are there any platforms that offer DRM-free ebooks as an
alternative to Amazon?
A: Yes, several platforms specialize in or heavily feature DRM-free ebooks. Smashwords is a
prominent example, as it’s a major distributor for independent authors who often prefer to offer their
work without Digital Rights Management. Kobo also makes an effort to offer DRM-free titles when
possible.

Q: Can I still get new bestsellers from ebook alternatives to
Amazon?
A: Absolutely. Most major alternatives, such as Kobo, Google Play Books, and Bookshop.org, carry a
wide selection of new bestsellers alongside backlist titles. Specialized retailers and author websites
may also feature new releases prominently.

Q: How do subscription services for ebooks compare to buying
individual titles?
A: Subscription services like Scribd or Kindle Unlimited offer access to a large library of books for a
monthly fee, which can be more cost-effective for avid readers who consume many books. Buying
individual titles gives you permanent ownership of that specific book. Subscription services are great
for exploration, while individual purchases are for building a personal, permanent library.

Q: Is it possible to get ebooks for free as an alternative to
buying them?
A: Yes, you can get ebooks for free through platforms like Project Gutenberg for public domain
classics and via library apps like Libby and OverDrive by borrowing from your local library. The
Internet Archive also offers a vast collection of free and borrowable ebooks.

Q: Do ebook alternatives to Amazon offer the same reading
experience across devices?
A: The reading experience can vary. Platforms like Google Play Books and Kobo offer robust apps and
cloud synchronization that work well across many devices. Some independent platforms might have
more limited app support or rely on DRM-free files that you can manage yourself, offering flexibility
but potentially requiring more user effort for cross-device syncing.

Q: What is the benefit of buying ebooks directly from
publishers or authors?
A: Buying directly from publishers or authors often means you are supporting them more directly, as
they retain a larger portion of the revenue. You might also find exclusive content, special editions,
early access, or bundles that are not available through larger retailers.



Q: How can I ensure I'm supporting ethical ebook purchasing
by choosing alternatives to Amazon?
A: Opting for independent bookstores through platforms like Bookshop.org, purchasing from
distributors like Smashwords that empower indie authors, or choosing DRM-free options are all ways
to support a more ethical and diverse ebook ecosystem. Supporting authors directly through their
websites is also a highly ethical choice.
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  alternatives to amazon for buying ebooks: The Kindle Pocket Guide Scott McNulty,
2009-11-16 The Kindle Pocket Guide covers all facets of the Kindle. Everything readers need to know
about the device and the software and what's possible. The Kindle for iPhone app for iPhone and
iPod Touch are also covered.
  alternatives to amazon for buying ebooks: Self-Publishing eBooks Josh Williams,
2020-11-17 Do you like to amuse and entertain, inform or teach? Or do you have a great book in
mind but don't know how to bring it to life? Did you get frustrated by the traditional literary agents
who take forever to get your book approved or other traditional publishing gatekeepers who make
you almost want to give up on the idea of publishing a book at all? Or you are only looking for a side
business you can do that can make you an extra $1000 in passive income per month? Or do you
dream to live with zero worries eating you up and no stress about finding a new job, or taking your
time off work to move, or having worries about your paycheck because you have a system that
makes you money even while you sleep! If yes, this is the best book for you. I get you! I have been in
your shoes and experienced the same, so I decided to write this book to teach you everything about
Self-Publishing and help clear all your doubts and get you started right away. Besides, I have
successfully published several best-selling books, and I know what you should do to avoid pitfalls
and get you the right result. I will be sharing with you my wealth of experience in this book so you
can do as good as I am or even better! In this book, I will teach you: - Self-publishing basics; how to
get started and grab the maximum profit. - How to do research and check if there is a hungry market
for your book - How to write a book on a subject you know nothing about - How to hire ghostwriters,
work, and manage them effectively for optimum results. - How to format your book without having to
buy any tools or hire someone to do it for you. - How to determine your writing needs, assign
resources to create and market your book while ensuring that it is being displayed to the right
audience. In all, I'll teach you the A-Z of self-publishing, from solving your dilemma of self-publishing
to clearing your doubts and questions and finally guiding you to publish your masterpiece
successfully. This book will be your best pal on your way to financial independence. WHY BUY THIS
BOOK? 1. IT'S A COMPLETE GUIDE- I'll be showing you step-by-step on how to self-publish a book
on any niche/topic. - I will show you my process of coming up with ideas, publishing, and making
money from the books. I will teach you precisely what you need to know, step-by-step with lots of
examples and pictorial illustrations. 2. IT IS NOT A STORYBOOK- This book strictly deals with facts
that you will relate to and explain with practical examples that'll leave no dull moments for you. 3. IT

https://shared.y.org/technology-for-daily-life-01/pdf?title=alternatives-to-amazon-for-buying-ebooks.pdf&trackid=Pdm53-0286
https://shared.y.org/technology-for-daily-life-05/Book?ID=dGA44-9992&title=secure-cloud-storage-for-personal-use.pdf
https://shared.y.org/technology-for-daily-life-05/Book?ID=dGA44-9992&title=secure-cloud-storage-for-personal-use.pdf


IS FULL OF PRO-TIPS- I discuss many unique pro-tips I discovered through my experience with
publishing books. 4. INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS! - In this book, you will find creative and unique
solutions and suggestions that have never been stated before and cannot be found elsewhere. Trust
me! You will get everything you need and apply it straight away, and be on your way to making
money from self-publishing. If you want to know exactly how to self-publish your book, turn your
idea into a finished product and make money with it, look no further. Self-Publishing eBooks: How to
Self-Publish, Market your Books and Make Passive Income Online for Life is a classic for everyone.
Scroll up, click on the buy NOW and Get Your Copy NOW
  alternatives to amazon for buying ebooks: Targeting Websites Dedicated to Stealing
American Intellectual Property United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on the Judiciary, 2011
  alternatives to amazon for buying ebooks: Your Book in Bookstores Alliance of
Independent Authors, Debbie P. Young, 2021-02-17 Authors: do you want to see your self-published
books in physical bookstores, locally and internationally? While selling print books through
brick-and-mortar stores can be challenging, it enables you to reach readers who prefer to browse
and shop for books offline. And many authors dream of seeing their print books in bookstores. New
technologies, tools and distribution methods make it easier than ever. In this #AskALLi Guidebook:
Everything you need to know to get your books on physical bookshelves and, more importantly,
moving off them and into the hands of new readers.
  alternatives to amazon for buying ebooks: EPublish Steve Weber, 2009
  alternatives to amazon for buying ebooks: The Shatzkin Files Mike Shatzkin,
  alternatives to amazon for buying ebooks: The Best 100 Free Apps for Libraries Jim
Hahn, 2013-05-13 Librarian Jim Hahn has carefully culled the over 500,000 available apps down to
the 100 that are the absolute best for day-in, day-out library services. The guide covers apps for
Apple and Android devices, including tablets. Each entry in this long-needed guide contains: • a
basic summary of how each app operates, • at least one example of how that app can be used by a
librarian, • one example of how it can help a library user access library services, • a section
highlighting critical limitations and apps that may better serve a librarian’s needs, and • the next
possible iteration of the app. Entries are accompanied by a photo of the app in action, so this current
guide is both descriptive and visual. Introductory and final chapters cover using apps in library
settings and library services as well as what the future should bring in this area. This guide is
intended as an introduction for those with little or no app experience and for those wanting to know
more about app uses for information access.
  alternatives to amazon for buying ebooks: Publishing E-Books For Dummies Ali Luke,
2012-09-11 Publish, market, and sell your own e-book Although creating an e-book seems fairly
straightforward, it is not. You need to select and create a variety of formats that will be read on a
variety of e-reader devices--and market and sell your book in a variety of ways. Before you take the
plunge, get this practical guide. With clear instruction and sensible advice, it will help you navigate
the often confusing, time-consuming, and costly world of self-publishing an e-book. The book gives
you solid marketing tips for selling your e-book, including using blogging and social media and how
to build an online platform. It also discusses key technologies you'll encounter, including
Smashwords, iBooks Author, Amazon, Microsoft Word, Open Office, Calibre, WordPress, E-junkie,
and others. Helps readers navigate the confusing, time-consuming, and often costly world of
self-publishing an e-book Provides both technical how-tos as well solid marketing advice on how to
sell your e-book using Facebook, Twitter, Goodreads, and other social media sites Covers essential
technologies, such as Smashwords, iBooks Author, Amazon, Microsoft Word, Open Office, Calibre,
WordPress, and E-junkie Explores e-book devices, including Kindle, Kobo, Sony Reader, Nook, iPad,
and other tablets Delves into the nitty-gritty of e-book formats Before you self-publish your e-book,
start first with Publishing eBooks For Dummies.
  alternatives to amazon for buying ebooks: How to Make, Market and Sell Ebooks - All
for Free Jason Matthews, 2013-09-09 ...the best book, hands down for any author looking to
self-publish. ...a refreshing change from the hard-sell type of internet marketing I'd been exposed to



previously. I would have given this book 10 stars if I could! ...a must-have for anyone who aspires to
self publish. Now having read many more on the subject (there are many), I can say without question
this is THE BEST ONE. Your one-stop guide for everything self-publishing. Save time, money, energy
and sell ebooks. Discover the best ways to: Maximize Social Media and Online Platform. Create a
Professional Blog Site. Design Ebook Covers. Format and Upload for Amazon, Smashwords, Barnes
& Noble, Apple and other Retailers. Convert Documents to any Format (epub, mobi, pdf and more).
Create a Professional Website. Rise with SEO (search engine optimization) in Google-Bing rankings.
Sell from your own Sites with a system that runs on Autopilot. Make Paperbacks. Use PR (public
relations) to drive Traffic to You. and much more. Plus you can do all these things for free! Packed
with information, examples, over 250 links to sites and software to accomplish goals at retailers and
your own websites. Simple enough for beginners and relevant to experts who could use extra
guidance. Like ten books in one, the only source for everything to succeed. Updated for 2013.
Subjects: sell ebooks, ebook business, publish ebooks, self-publishing, writers, writers reference,
writing, e-publishing, book marketing, kindle, indie authors
  alternatives to amazon for buying ebooks: The Standard Model of Universal Energy Particle
Physics Daniel R. Gowen, 2019-08-03 The solution to Universal Gravity, discovery of light and sound
creation, why the sky and sea are blue, Atomic Quark UE Equilibrium Circuit, Ohm’s Law of Particle
Resistance of Mass Inertia, Coulomb’s Dielectric Micro-Subatomic Particle Substitution of Mass, and
the Law of the Conservation of Mass and UE as the Mechanism tetrad of the Standard Model of
Universal Energy and Particle Physics, and other proposed Scientific Laws. “Great work, Daniel !
We're very happy you shared your theory, and good luck for your book! Best of luck!” Oana Sandu,
Hubble Community Coordinator at the European Space Agency (ESA), October 14, 2019.
  alternatives to amazon for buying ebooks: My iPad (covers iOS 7 on iPad Air, iPad
3rd/4th generation, iPad2, and iPad mini) Gary Rosenzweig, James Floyd Kelly, 2013-11-04
Covers iOS 7 for iPad Air, 3rd/4th generation, iPad 2, and iPad mini Step-by-step instructions with
callouts to iPad photos that show you exactly what to do. Help when you run into iPad problems or
limitations. Tips and Notes to help you get the most from your iPad. Full-color, step-by-step tasks
walk you through getting and keeping your iPad working just the way you want. Learn how to: •
Connect your iPad to your Wi-Fi and 3G/4G LTE networks • Use Control Center to control frequently
used settings • Use Siri to control your iPad or get information by speaking commands • Use iCloud
to keep everything current between all your iOS devices (and even your Mac), including music,
photos, emails, and more • Surf the Web, and send and receive email • Download and install apps to
make your iPad even more useful • Secure your iPad • Record and edit video using iMovie for iPad •
Take photos, and then edit them using iPhoto for iPad • Use AirDrop to share files and information
with other iOS devices in your vicinity • Manage your contacts, and then connect with others using
Messaging • Use iTunes to manage and sync iPad content with your computer • Use FaceTime and
Skype to stay connected with friends and family, or to conduct video conferences • Use Pages,
Numbers, and Keynote to create document, spreadsheets, and presentations
  alternatives to amazon for buying ebooks: My iPad mini (covers iOS 7) Gary Rosenzweig,
2013-11-12 Covers iOS 7 Step-by-step instructions with callouts to iPad mini photos that show you
exactly what to do. Help when you run into iPad mini problems or limitations. Tips and Notes to help
you get the most from your iPad mini. Full-color, step-by-step tasks walk you through getting and
keeping your iPad mini working just the way you want. Learn how to: • Connect your iPad mini to
your Wi-Fi and 3G/4G LTE networks • Use Control Center to control frequently used settings • Use
Siri to control your iPad mini or get information by speaking commands • Use iCloud to keep
everything current between all your iOS devices (and even your Mac), including music, photos,
emails, and more • Surf the Web, and send and receive email • Download and install apps to make
your iPad mini even more useful • Secure your iPad mini • Record and edit video using iMovie for
iPad mini • Take photos, and then edit them using iPhoto for iPad mini • Use AirDrop to share files
and information with other iOS devices in your vicinity • Manage your contacts, and then connect
with others using Messaging • Use iTunes to manage and sync iPad mini content with your



computer • Use FaceTime and Skype to stay connected with friends and family, or to conduct video
conferences • Use Pages, Numbers, and Keynote to create document, spreadsheets, and
presentations
  alternatives to amazon for buying ebooks: All New Kindle Fire HD Complete Guide for
Seniors Daryl P. Roper, This is manual for the latest generation of Kindle E-Readers and Fire
Tablets, Kindle Voyage, Kindle Paperwhite, Fire HD 6, Fire HD 8, Fire HD 10, and Fire HDX 8.9 for
easy usability and maximum functionality. In this book, you’re going to learn the essential features
of Fire Tablet HD series and some untapped information you never know you can achieve with your
Amazon Fire HD! As you read further in this book, you will learn; how to start up your Amazon Fire
HD, register it or de-register it, buy books and Apps from your device, sideload a digital publication
purchased from Amazon website, transferring files, music, videos, and even get content downloaded
to your Fire HD, create a household access and share content. You’re going to learn how to
personalize your device and how to use your FIRE HD and lot more. It’s straight to solution guide
without additional over-long boring details. By the time you finish reading this book, you’re going to
know all you need to make use of your FIRE HD like a PRO and make it serve you better.
  alternatives to amazon for buying ebooks: Demand Adrian Slywotzky, Karl Weber,
2011-10-04 In DEMAND: Giving People What They Love Before They Know They Want It (Crown
Business; October 2011), Adrian Slywotzky, named by Industry Week one of the world’s six most
influential management thinkers, provides a radically new way to think about demand, with a big
idea and a host of practical applications—not just for people in business but also for social activists,
governments leaders, non-profit managers, and other would-be innovators. They all need to master
such ground-breaking concepts as the hassle map (and the secrets of fixing it); the curse of the
incomplete product (and how to avoid it); why very good ≠ magnetic; how what you don’t see can
make or break a product; the art of transforming fence sitters into customers; why there’s no such
thing as an average customer; and why real demand comes from a 45-degree angle of improvement
(rather than the five degrees most organizations manage).
  alternatives to amazon for buying ebooks: The McDonaldization of Society George Ritzer,
2013 George Ritzer’s McDonaldization of Society, now celebrating its’ 20thanniversary, continues to
stand as one of the pillars of modern day sociological thought. By linking theory to 21st century
culture, this book resonates with students in a way that few other books do, opening their eyes to
many current issues, especially in consumption and globalization. As in previous editions, the book
has been updated and it offers new discussions of, among others, In-N-Out- Burger and Pret A
Manger as possible antitheses of McDonaldization. The biggest change, however, is that the book
has been radically streamlined to offer an even clearer articulation of the now-famous
McDonaldization thesis.
  alternatives to amazon for buying ebooks: Before the Launch David Wogahn, Manon
Wogahn, 2025-04-25 Prepare for the self-publishing process so your book stays relevant, and
marketable, for longer. Before the Launch isn't a book. It's a manual. If you are looking for a book to
curl up with, be entertained by, and read cover-to-cover in a couple of sittings, Before the Launch
isn't for you. This manual has been compiled over the course of 14 years, during which we've
managed the publication of more than 400 books for our self-publishing clients. It contains detailed
advice based on our experience in using KDP, IngramSpark, Bowker, and numerous other
self-publishing tools and services—and now we're sharing it with you. Before the Launch is your
guide to understanding the important decisions you need to make and things you need to do during
the book preparation process that have an impact on marketing success once your book is released.
These decisions and steps are rarely considered book marketing, yet marketing can and does suffer
if these tasks are not done correctly, or not done at all. Why do we call Before the Launch a manual?
— Self-publishing is a multi-step process, executed over the course of weeks and months. Before the
Launch is designed for just-in-time learning. — Publishing a book is a multidisciplinary project,
requiring business, legal, marketing, and research know-how. Each of the 58 topics has color-coded
cross references to related topics. — The publishing tasks that lead up to the release of a book



overlap with each other. Before the Launch includes our trademarked 14-track Countdown to Book
Launch© timeline that illustrates these overlaps so you can stay on track during the lead-up to your
book's release. Like any good manual, our guidance is findable when you need it—and we've built in
learning extensions We've put as much care and thought into how the manual is organized as we
have put into writing it. Our goal is to teach you what you need to know, when you need to know it.
— The manual is organized into 5 sections: PREPARE, REGISTER, AMAZON, REVIEW, and
RELEASE. — We've included 140 links to additional authoritative information for deeper learning or
additional resources. — Your purchase includes access to 3 orientation videos: a tour of KDP, a tour
of IngramSpark, and how to view an Amazon book product detail page like a publisher. — Because
publishing timelines overlap, the 58 topics contain 283 color-coded cross-references to help you
quickly locate related topics. — We've even included downloadable Word, Excel, and PDF files to
make it easier to perform the exercises recommended in the topics: comp research, metadata
collection, running a price-drop sale, and coordinating ARC printing with POD distribution via KDP
and IngramSpark. Before the Launch is your self-publishing manual for the best launch possible
Comprehensive, accessible, and based on real-world experience, Before the Launch is a manual for
self-publishers of fiction and nonfiction alike. It's so handy, you'll want the eBook as well as the
original 204-page spiral print edition. Get your copies today.
  alternatives to amazon for buying ebooks: Ping Andrew Brodsky, 2025-02-13 ‘Brimming with
surprising insights and useful tips. The resource we need for avoiding misunderstandings and
making genuine connections’ Adam Grant, bestselling author of Think Again The essential guide for
when (and how best) to use virtual communication tools, from video to instant messaging and
everything in between. Professor Andrew Brodsky is here to explain that, yes, that meeting could
have been an email. And that email? Maybe it should have been a voice memo. Your camera? It’s
okay to turn it off, sometimes even better. Many of us give far too little thought to our virtual
communication, and end up feeling isolated, overlooked and burnt out. Ping distils Brodsky’s
cutting-edge social science research on remote communication tools. He helps us understand: How
we can interact most productively and authentically How we can build relationships at a distance
The rules for making an impact online How we can increase inclusion and reduce conflict With
entertaining stories and interviews from top business leaders, Ping is the ultimate playbook for all
workplaces from in-person, to remote and everything in between. 'A must read for everyone who
communicates online—in other words, everyone' Jake Knapp, co-founder of Google Meet and
bestselling author of Sprint
  alternatives to amazon for buying ebooks: The Business of Digital Publishing Frania Hall,
2022-04-28 Thoroughly revised and updated throughout, the second edition of The Business of
Digital Publishing provides an essential introduction to the development of digital products in the
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